SPRINGHEAD C.P
SCHOOL
“Working together to achieve our best”

25th February 2021
Full opening of Springhead Primary school – 8th March 2021
Dear parents and carers,
I am writing with further details of the full opening of the school to all pupils from the 8th March. I know how
difficult the last few months have been for everyone and the children coming back will hopefully be the start of a
move towards more normality.
We have been open to around a third of our children since the Christmas holidays and we are now very excited to be
able to welcome back all our children who we have missed enormously.
The school will open for all children from the Monday. The expectation is that all children should attend unless they
have had a specific, individual letter from the NHS saying that they should shield.
The school breakfast and after school care club will also be open.
A staggered start and end time will be used again for each class to avoid too much close contact with other people.
Arrival:
8:45 - 8:50am – Year 1 and Year 2
8:50 - 8:55am – Year 4 and Year 5
8:55 – 9:00am – Reception and Year 3
9:00 – 9:05am – Nursery and Year 6
Collection:
3:05 – 3:10pm – Year 1 and Year 2
3:10 – 3:15pm – Year 4 and Year 5
3:15 – 3:20pm – Reception and Year 3
3:20 – 3:25pm – Nursery and Year 6
If you have more than 1 child in school, please bring all your children with the sibling who has been allotted the
earliest arrival time and collect them with the sibling who has been allotted the latest collection time. Please only
come onto site during your allotted 5 minutes.
Please keep to rules about socially distancing between yourselves, other parents, children and staff when
dropping off and collecting your child. Send your child straight into the classroom on arrival and take them
straight off the school premises when they come out at home time. Only one adult should bring children onto the
premises to limit numbers. Please do not pass messages to staff at this time but communicate using email
(office@springhead.staffs.sch.uk) or telephone (01782 973845).

Schools closed in January to reduce interaction in society and this requirement still remains. Due to this reason,
please limit your time on the school grounds and avoid chatting to other parents – even if they are in your social
bubble.

If your child has any signs of illness, keep them at home.
If they show any signs of illness at school, we will immediately contact you to collect them. Please make sure the
school has your up to date contact details.
Government guidance states:
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or
change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at
home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they
must self-isolate and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other members of
their household (including any siblings) should also self-isolate for 10 days from when the day after the symptomatic
person first had symptoms.
Guidance from NHS Track and Trace must be followed.
Our risk assessment relating to the dangers posed by covid-19 is available to read on the school website.
We still have reduced staff capacity in the school office so please be patient when you contact the office and please
leave messages on the answer phone.
Thank you for your continued support and understanding.
We are really looking forward to welcoming your child back to Springhead.
Brian Anderson

Frequently asked questions
Does my child have to return to school?
Yes. Government guidance states:
From 8th March all children and students should return to school and attendance will be mandatory once again from
this date.
Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time out of school is detrimental for
children’s cognitive and academic development. This impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s
future ability to learn, and therefore we need to ensure all pupils can return to school sooner rather than later.
The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and there are
negative health impacts of being out of school. We know that school is a vital point of contact for public health and
safeguarding services that are critical to the wellbeing of children and families.

Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher overall
absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school.
Attendance is mandatory - Mandatory attendance means that it is your legal duty as a parent to send your child (if
they are of compulsory school age) to school regularly if they are registered at one.

Local authorities and schools have a range of legal powers to enforce attendance if a child or young person misses
school without a valid reason.
We know some parents will be feeling anxious about their children returning to school. If you have concerns about
your child attending, you should discuss these with your school. They should be able to explain ways they are
changing things to reduce risks.
A small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice to self-isolate because they:
• have symptoms or have had a positive test result
• live with someone who has symptoms or has tested positive and are a household contact
• are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19)
We know from growing evidence that many children identified at the start of the pandemic as clinically extremely
vulnerable (CEV) are not at increased risk of serious outcomes from coronavirus (COVID-19) and children are
gradually being removed from the shielding patient list (SPL) as appropriate, following review with a clinician. The
advice for pupils who have been confirmed as clinically extremely vulnerable is to shield and stay at home as much as
possible until further notice. They are advised not to attend school while shielding advice applies nationally.
What groups will my child be taught in?
The children will be taught in their classes.
The children will not move across or mix with children from other classes during the normal school day. Some staff
will teach in different classes but will maintain a social distance from children.
The children will learn, play, eat, arrive and depart from school in their classes.
Our before and after school facility will reopen with precautions in place.
What rules will be in place for my child?











following a staggered routine for arrival or departure, going straight into the classroom on arrival and going
straight home on departure
following school instructions on hygiene, such as regular handwashing
following instructions on socialising only with their class
moving around the school as per specific instructions; limited movement in corridors to avoid contact with
other classes
expectations about sneezing, coughing, tissues and disposal (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) and avoiding touching
your mouth, nose and eyes with hands
telling an adult if you are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus or are unwell.
not sharing any equipment or other items including drinking bottles
at play and lunch times, only having contact with people in your class and staying in your area
only using toilets in limited numbers
never cough, sneeze or spit at or towards any other person

What rules will be in place for parents and carers?
Inform school immediately if anyone in your household has a positive test result for covid-19.
Communication with school: parents and carers will still not be allowed into the school building or be able to pass
messages on to staff at the start and end of the day but messages must be emailed to the office or phoned through
to the office. If contact with a teacher is necessary, they will do their best to phone or email you but there may be
delays as all staff will be teaching full time. The class email will no longer be in regular use.

If you need to enter the reception area of the school, for example when collecting a child during the school day, you
must wear a mask and sanitise your hands.
Arriving at school: Your child will be allotted a 5 minute window in which they can arrive at school; the children must
go straight into their classroom space immediately through the external door. Only one parent or carer must
accompany them (along with other siblings who are pre-school age). If you have more than 1 child in school, please
bring all your children with the sibling who has been allotted the earliest arrival time and send them all into their
own classroom immediately.
Leaving school: You will be allotted a 5 minute window to collect your child. Only one parent or carer must
accompany them (along with other siblings who are pre-school age) and they will be asked to wait at the external
door of the teaching space observing the social distancing guidance. Once children come out of the building, parents
and carers must take them immediately home so that the next class can safely come onto the premises to meet their
children. If you have children in different classes who are allotted different departure times, you can collect them
with the sibling who has been allotted the latest collection time. If you have older children who walk to and from
school alone, you must be satisfied that they will maintain social distancing and will not mix with children from
different classes.
Please avoid any social mixing with other parents and children.
We will ask parents to avoid congestion outside the school by walking where possible, parking further away from the
gates and not standing on the pavements by the school chatting as this can impact on access and social distancing.
Children should not be riding bikes or scooters to school as pavements and roads will be more crowded.
What safety principles will be in place?
Government guidance states that in order to prevent infections, school communities should:





minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19)
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school
clean hands thoroughly more often than usual
ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products
such as detergents and bleach
where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)

The government recognise that the following precaution will not always be possible in a primary school setting
however, where ever possible, we will endeavour to:


minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible

PPE will be available to staff for personal care such as the administration of first aid but it is not recommended that
they use this in every day interactions within their class.
The government are not currently advising that primary aged children wear masks in school. However, staff will
wear masks in communal areas of the school.
What equipment can my child bring to school?
We are limiting equipment which comes into school and goes home to lessen the risk of contamination, therefore,
children can bring in: a named lunchbox, their school reading book, homework, pumps or trainers in a named PE bag
(key stage 1) or P.E. kits (key stage 2), a named water bottle (they must have one of these as they will no longer be

able to drink from shared water fountains), a coat, essential prescribed medication such as inhalers and sun
protection when necessary.
Children in key stage 1 and early years do not need a full PE kit as, in order to minimise close contact in helping
younger children get changed, we will be doing PE in uniform: they do need to bring pumps or trainers in a named
bag which can stay in school. Key stage 2 children should bring their full P.E. kit.
Children should wear school uniform which they can change out of each evening on return home to minimise
potential infection.
What will lunch time be like?
Hot dinners will be available and full details for dining arrangements will be available for you to read in the risk
assessment. Children in reception, year one and year two continue to be entitled to the free school meal system.
What will playtime be like? Will children have snack?
Snack will be available to buy or your child can bring in their own healthy snack. One item of snack each day until
Easter would cost £8.70. Each class will have their own area of the playground and playtimes will be staggered.
What if my child is ill or has symptoms of coronavirus?







If your child is unwell, they should not be in school
Do not bring your child to school if they, or someone in their household, are displaying any symptoms of
coronavirus (following the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection)
Follow testing regimes – government guidance states:
Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process
Schools must ensure that staff members and parents/carers understand that they will need to be ready and
willing to book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they
have symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school. All children can be
tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to be helped by their
parents/carers if using a home testing kit,
provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace,
self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)
Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be booked
online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for
those without access to the internet.
If your child becomes ill at school, they will be isolated and you will be immediately contacted to pick them
up
If we have a confirmed case of coronavirus in school we will follow the most current advice from Public
Health England. Please inform the school so that we can take appropriate action where necessary.

What will learning be like for my child?




Learning will initially focus on personal, social and emotional well-being to help children to understand the
situation and settle quickly back into routines and learning. We recognise that some children may be
anxious and will do our best to alleviate their worries.
Learning will focus on the basics of reading, phonics, writing and number to help children to catch up but we
will be providing a broad and balanced curriculum if it is safe to do so.

In order to limit infection and contamination:








Staff have put reading books into two sets; children will have a reading book from set A which they will bring
home on Monday. They will return that book to set A the following Monday and be given a book from set B
which has not been touched for a week. This system will repeat on a weekly basis. We now have our elibrary should children require extra books to read at any time.
Children will sit (where possible) in their own space, their own chair at their own table with everyone facing
forwards.
As far as possible, children and staff will all maintain social distancing from each other.
We will increase the amount of outdoor learning.
Some parts of the curriculum will not be possible as they involve contact or close contact or sharing of
resources.
We have now got lateral flow tests for all staff to use. Staff are being tested twice a week.

What will care club provision be like?











As far as possible, we will use the hall, the after school club and outdoor spaces to avoid overcrowding.
As far as possible, children will sit and play in smaller groups with children of a similar age to limit their
contact with others.
The emphasis will still be on play and relaxation for the children.
Staff will, wherever possible, maintain a social distance from the children.
Each child will use their own personal equipment where possible.
Food choices will be more limited.
Handwashing and cleaning will increase.
Good personal hygiene will increase (catch it, bin it, kill it).
Parents/ carers will be contacted to collect children if they become unwell.
The latest booking-in time will be by 4pm on Friday for the following week. Children who have not booked
by then will not be able to attend except in an emergency. This is because staff need to know which children
are attending so that the space can be arranged appropriately. Booking in is to be done through the school
office.

What if my child has to self-isolate?
There may still be instances when individual children or whole classes have to self-isolate due to a positive case of
Covid-19 in the household or class.
In the case of individual children isolating, school work can be accessed on the school website under the classes tab.
This should be completed and either emailed to the class teacher who will feedback when time allows or returned
when the child returns to school.
In the case of a whole class of children isolating, the class teacher (providing they are well enough) will provide
home-learning on the website (KS1) or Google Classrooms (KS2) and will communicate with parents using the class
email once more.

